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heing mystical. Indeed it was they“who chose to c,all it “Zubia”

whichin their own language means place of retreat”.

Isabella had managed {0 calm her spirit .bL.Jt she nevertheless
continued to be troubled by a strange stirring in her heart, so
much sO that she placed over her breast a red cross, which on
many other occasions had given her encouragement on arduous
days of conquest.

The thin light from two candelabra carved out of a strong holm-
oak lit up her face, allowing just two large eyes, green and
almond-shaped, 10 shine out over her expression of bemused
silence.
Isabella, so sure of herself and the victor in sO many battles, was
allowing herself to be undermined by a simple fear which did
contain an element of truth, since she knew her enemy well and
was fully aware that this was not just any battle: the taking of
such a splendid city — Granada — so beloved and desired by
those who eight centuries before had made it theirs and given it
their customs, their religion, their culture and that special aura of
exotic beauty possessed only by that land.

Nevertheless, that same day at dawn she had a white Castilian
mare harnessed and adorned with trappings of silk and
decorations from Cordoba, with hangings embroidered with
castles and lions and the headstall of contrasting black, holding
fastthe bitand reins.

Our Queen had the loftiness of a cypress and it was this that was
her protection against her weakness and inner fear.

Cardinal Mendoza" made his way through, carrying the pennant

of the King and Queen aloftin his right hand, together with a silver
cross which served to strike fear into the Muslims, since it was

the emblem of the great crusades.
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jii- Pedro Gonzalez de Mendoza was SO influential as a counsellor under the Catholic Monarchs that he came to be
“Spain's third monarch®. He was Archbishop of Toledo from 1482 to 1495 and during that time played an

known as “Sp - kb :
important part in Ferdinand and Isabella’s military campaigns. He is also famed as a patron of the arts and in
particular was responsible foran extensive programme of ecclesiastical building.



